Australia’s pharmaceutical wholesalers
1 move to the global GS1 standards for
Australia | their supply chain

Australia’s Community Service Obligation (CSO) wholesalers — Symbion, Sigma, APl and National Pharmacies — have set aside
their competitive differences to implement global GS1 standards to help create a smarter, safer and more secure supply chain.

The CSO guarantees timely access to Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) medicines for all Australians, regardless

of location. That means Australia’s pharmacy wholesalers must deliver PBS medicines to the nearest pharmacy for patient
collection - generally within 24 hours which is a significant task. This initiative — driven by the National Pharmaceutical Services
Association (NPSA), which represents CSO wholesalers — will deliver a wide range of benefits for the medicines supply chain.

This is a multi-stage project, involving GS1 Identifiers, Barcodes, eCOM messages and the Global Data Synchronisation
Network (GDSN).

The Challenge | o

The CSO wholesalers invest tens of millions of dollars in warehouse technology, systems and support to make Australia’s supply chain as efficient and as secure
as possible. However, while advances have been made, the approach to product identification, product data synchronisation, and electronic messaging has
been fragmented as each organisation has been working independently.

There is a significant need to bring all efforts together and implement one approach throughout the supply chain via a uniform standard - GS1.

The move to global GS1 standards would bring Australia’s pharmacy supply chain into line with international trends and advances in Australia’s hospital
supply chain system.
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In March 2014 at the Pharmacy Guild of Australia’s Annual National Conference, The benefits of this initiative are significant: The NPSA and CSO wholesalers have a vision for the future where
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